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EWING BROS.., INC.

K D t1 Filed 02/4,06)7
EXHIBIT "C-1" oo

dba Ewing Bros. Auto Body, R&R Salvage, R&R Auto Sales

TCOW INVOICE

Thanesetiedf Liec

Las Vegas, Nevada 891

Authoriry

1200 A Street - Phone (702) 382-9261

06

CUSTOMER COPY

INVOICE NUMBER 1039683 c18 STOCK # 230355| CALL NUMBER 2051801192
REQUESTED BY REGISTERED OWNER RESPONSIBLE FOR CHARGES
LV METRO PD BATANG YAGIT USA FOUNDATION ACCOUNT CASE
400 S MARTIN L XING BLVD 9030 W SAHARA AVE BATANGYAGIT fOUNIATION
LAS VEGAS NV 89106 LAS VEGAS NV 89102 CLARA L BERNABZ
9330 W SAHARA AVE
LES VEGAS NV 89102
DATE OF REQUEST (5/11/2016 16:31:00 YEAR 2006 PO
TYPE OF TOW NON CONSENT POLICE COLOR BLUE /RO
VEHICLE IN (C5/11/2016 18:34:00 ODOMETER 134194 MEM
VEHICLE OUT 05/12/2016 15:08:00 MAKE/MODEL NISS SENTRA UNIT #NOXNE
DISPOSITION RTO LICENSE NV / BYF VIN 3NICB51D0C6LE6Z853C
TOWED FROM 5465 SIERRA BROOK CT. LV NV 89149
TOWED TO 120C 'A' ST LVN89106
UNIT # 53
DEP BASE 16:32/239888
ARR SCEME 16:54/23%£¢%8 CERD O
DEP SCENE 18:08/239898 MILES 28
CLEARED 18:3¢/238¢l¢ TIME 2:7
DRIVER # 5218 INVOICE TOTALS
TOW FIRST 10 MILES (1.00 at 154.C0 TCW ZTIRST 10 MILES 134.C030
10.1-50 MILES (8.00 at 7.75) €2.00 10.1-5C MILES 52.075
"""""""""""""""""" 216.00 ADMIN FET {1.0C a= 23.00: 25.3¢
STCRAGE SECURE (1.0 at 2%2.30; 2%.37
PAY TYPE INVOICE TOTAL 270,52
CASH AMT. RECEIVED 273.58
BALANCE DUE 5.00
. _ TR
LERK I
MARIA VEHICLE RECEIVED BY Pl o 3Z2¢%
05/12/2C016
NOTICE EWING BROS. AUTQO BODY 1200 "R" Screet, Las Vegas, YNevada, 8¢IC

This Tow Car Company’s service practices are regulated by the Nevada Transportation Authonity. 1t is required to have available for sour mspection a copy of the regulations it
operates under and the rates the authority has authorized it to charge. If you believe that any practices of this company in towing your vehicle, including the chiarges assessed for that
tow, are not in accordance with the published rules and charges then please contact our Management. [f you have any further questions conceming the services provided or wish
to file a commendation or complaint, you may contact the Nevada Transportation Authority at (702) 486-3303 or through its website at hitp:./www 1sa.nv. gov.
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EXHIBIT”C-2

List of Stolen Personal Properties
Clipboard w/ sign in sheet, composition book, note book with Ubox documents
e Folder with documents and receipt book
¢ Gray/black iphone model A1522-
e Ipad 16GB with color model A1395
e Apple Laptop model A1278 with complete power cord w/ password
e Asus Laptop Mode; X5C w/ password
e Dell Laptop Service Tag 615116R1 w/ password
e Index Card w/ email and address and number
e Documents with bank statements
e Apple. Iphone6 plus model A1522
e Philip voice recorder model DNT1100
e Apple Laptop Service model A1466 W/ cord
e Apple Laptop Service model 1286
e Foreclosure paperwork and court paperwok
e Documents
e Documents
e Documents
e Binder with paperwork for Batangyagit Foundation Folder
e Blue Nokia Model 3340
e Verizon LG model V5660V
e Dell Tower Service Tag B388D61
e Stag of CD Discs
e 3 Business Card
e Binder with documents mortgage discs
e Paperwork- Bank Paperwok
e Documents and Financial Paperwork

e Documents and Business Paperwork

Page- *
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EXHIBIT”C-2

¢ Business paperwork and address book

e Box Label” Criminal intent w/ paperworks

e Javita Products abundance paperwok and Batangyagit
¢ Blue tin containing receipt and paperwork

e Binder containing” court docs” land patent” and business cards
e Folder w/ paperworks

¢ Bank, IRS and other misc. documents

e Tom Benson “ business card”

e DVD paperwork for XANGO

e Legal paper work and Energy Bill

e Paperwork

e Folder of paperwork

List of Stolen private property private car
e Paperwork

e Private ID

Page- 2
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Receipt for Property Received/Returned/Released/Seized

Page of P
On (date) él:’?" P IR e v item(s) listed below were:
: 1 Returmed To
R O Released To
3 Seized
(Narne) ‘ LA ::: oy g' 3
(Street Address) P

Description of

item(s):

Received by: , Received from ___ At
(Signature)  ignafre)
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EXHIBIT "C-3"

By ELI SEGALL
LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

A few days later, a man named Thomas Benson sued for the property. And several
weeks after that, he said police and federal agents raided his house with semi-automatic
rifies.

‘.;Ef_n’sg’njs a purported “sovereign citizen,” or a follower of anti-government ideology
whose adherents are known for financial scams, nonsensical writings and occasional
violence. He has said in court papers that he’s “not a person” and showed his “proof of
life” with blue footprints, though he's also been charged at least twice in Clark County
over fraudulent checks.

His saga offers a glimpse at the bizarre and often criminal world of sovereign citizens
and shows how Las Vegas, despite the improved housing market, still grapples with a
dark, lingering side effect of the recession: squatters and others targeting vacant homes.

Page 1 of 8
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The Review-Journal did not find accusations that Benson moved into the Catanias’
former home, a 2-acre spread with a guest house and a roughly 5,400-square-foot main
house off Ann Road and the 215 Beltway. But people apparently had taken over the
northwest valley property around the time he sued. Wooden barricades blocked part of
the driveway, and a No Trespassing sign out front had the name and phone number of
Benson's partner in the lawsuit.

Sovereign citizens aren’t new to Las Vegas and are involved with squatter homes
around the country. They file bogus deeds for vacant properties, change the locks and
“rent” them out, said Mark Pitcavage, a senior research fellow at the Anti-Defamation
League’s Center on Extremism.

Las Vegas has grappled with a widespread squatter problem the past few years,
enabled by the valley’s thousands of vacant homes and growing use of fake leases. But
locally, sovereigns’ involvement in these scams appears rare.

Las Vegas police Lt. Nick Farese of the Northwest Area Command, which in recent
years had the most squatter calls in the Metropolitan Police Department, said
sovereigns are “relatively new” here when it comes to squatter homes and aren’t “super-
prevalent.”

“This is obviously the biggest one I'm involved with thus far,” he said.

Henderson and North Las Vegas police said they hadn’t come across sovereigns when
dealing with squatter homes.

“| can only imagine what a cluster that’s going to tum out to be,” said Officer Scott
Vaughn, who heads the North Las Vegas police department’s squatter enforcement.

‘NO DOUBT’
Benson has denied Metro’s accusation that he follows sovereign ideology, but Pitcavage

looked at some court filings by Benson that the Review-Joumnal sent him and thought
otherwise.

“Oh, please,” Pitcavage said. “There’s no doubt he’s a sovereign citizen.”

Page 2 of 8
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Metro declined to comment on details of Benson’s case, including the raid, citing an
open investigation and litigation, as Benson sued the department this year over a traffic
stop.

The U.S. Treasury Department did not respond to a request for comment on Benson’s
claim that its agents took part in the raid. The FBI's Las Vegas office declined to
comment on his claim that FBI agents participated, and the Nevada Attomey General’s
Office, which prosecutes real estate fraud, declined comment altogether.

When the Review-Joumal initially called Benson for comment, he said, “I'm not sure
what you're talking about,” and hung up before the R-J could question him on the
sovereign citizen accusations. A second attempt to reach him weeks later was
unsuccessful.

it's unclear what the 55-year-old Benson does for a living. He claimed in court papers
two years ago that he was a “business assistant” for a foundation that doesn’t appear to
exist and said this summer that he sells a coffee product.

He’s also been accused of offering “legal kits” to help people stalf evictions. And after
Benson allegedly wrote a bogus $18,000 check, his accused accomplice told a
detective that he had met Benson at a financial seminar where Benson was a “key
speaker,” court records say.

At least one thing seems certain: Benson left stacks of bizarre court papers in his wake
in recent years.

s Afiling in the check case said Benson was an “official carriage registered under the
universal post office” and authorized to carry “sacred cargo beyond the sea.”

a He filed in Kansas federal court an “Ecclesiastical Deed Poll” that said he is “living
flesh and blood, sentient man.” The filing included a page with footprints and
thumbprints in blue ink labeled “Proof of Life Footprints of the Living Man on the Land
Known as thomas arvel benson.”

= He incorporated a business in Missouri called THOMAS ARVEL BENSON and filed a
$499,999,999.99 lien against it.

= His filings have featured red thumbprints, crests or coats of arms and a copy of the

Page 3 of 8
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Declaration of Independence that appears to include the signature of one “thomas arvel
benson” not far from John Hancock’s.

Metro has accused Benson more than once of being a sovereign. A detective
investigating the $18,000 check reported in 2013 that he recognized Benson from
“several other investigations” and that Benson “is believed to subscribe” to sovereign
ideology.

The case was later dismissed, apparently in a deal that led to a guilty plea in another
check case, court records indicate. He received probation and a suspended prison
sentence in that one.

Meanwhile, after Benson sued Metro in June over the traffic stop — he alleged, among
other things, kidnapping, and sought $12 million “payable in silver dollars” — attomeys
said in court papers that he “espouses” sovereign beliefs. The lawsuit was poised to be
dismissed, records show.

The Southern Poverty Law Center, which tracks U.S. hate groups, says sovereign
citizens hold “truly bizarre, complex antigovernment beliefs.” Followers think they don't
have to pay taxes, can decide which laws to follow and are “clogging up the courts with
indecipherable filings.”

When confronted, “many of them lash out in rage, frustration and, in the most extreme
cases, acts of deadly violence,” usually against government officials, the center says.

But their “weapon of choice” is paper. According to the center, a traffic violation or pet
licensing case can spark “dozens of court filings containing hundreds of pages of
pseudo-legal nonsense.”

in Benson'’s traffic case, he was ticketed and his car was towed after an officer found he
didn’t have a license. But Benson claimed that he didn’'t need one and that he was
“traveling ... in his private car, not for hire, not in commerce, not driving.”

According to the FBI, sovereigns sometimes write only in certain colors or include
personal seals or red thumbprints. They also carry bogus driver’s licenses, commit
mortgage fraud and use fake currency.

David Lopez, head of real estate fraud prosecution at the Los Angeles County District

~ Page4of 8 -
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Attomey’s Office, said he deals with sovereigns “consistently.” They forge deeds, create
bank accounts in multiple names, even hire prostitutes or homeless people to pose with
fake IDs as deceased homeowners to give houses away, he said.

“We just get crazy stuff,” Lopez said.
LAWSUIT FOR THE HOUSE

On May 4, less than a week after the Catanias say they went back for their belongings,
Benson filed a document with the Clark County Recorder’s Office: a lease for the home.

The custom-built property, 10280 W. La Mancha Ave., was bank-owned at the time. But
according to the lease, the landlord was a person named Nana | Am and the tenant was

The Batangyagit Foundation.

Benson and Nana also sued for the house the day the lease was filed. They sought $15
million, claimed that the foreclosure was illegal and said Nana was suing on behaif of
Myles Catania.

The case was dismissed in September, and Catania told the Review-Journal that he had
never heard of Thomas Benson, Nana | Am or the lawsuit.

Nana, who could not be reached for comment, is a mysterious figure who's been
accused of posing as a lawyer and of getting paid to help people stall foreclosures or
evictions. Nana has filed dozens of lawsuits in recent years, often with people who lost
their home to lenders, but he never seems to win. Most cases seemed to involve homes
in Southern Califomia, though he’s tied to at least a handful locally.

People arrested in May for squatting in a foreclosed home on Sierra Brook Court, a half-
mile from the Catanias’ old house, claimed that Nana had given them the keys and
coached them on what to say if police showed up, according to an arrest report. Nana
also teamed with two of them to sue for the property, but police said they merely wanted
to live for free in the two-story, 4,600-square-foot custom-built house with granite
countertops and a dual staircase in the foyer.

When Benson was stopped by Metro, he says, he was driving to the Sierra Brook
house.

Page 5 of 8
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Police say the homes are linked. And when the Review-Journal showed the Catanias
the mug shots of some people arrested at Sierra Brook, the family said they were part of
the group that had tossed their former home.

Marilyn Caston, a lawyer for the accused Sierra Brook squatters, said her clients
mentioned Benson as being “affiliated with that elusive Nana | Am guy.”

Caston said she didn’t know whether her clients had met Benson or how they met Nana.
But, she added, they would deny “any involvement with any other property.”

Benson has been linked to other Las Vegas homes.

Former owners of a house on Vista Linda Avenue in Summeriin said in court papers in
2014 that Benson had been “a co-resident” there with Perla Hemandez, who lost the
property to foreclosure and had “no more than squatter’s rights” to it. They suspected he
provided legal briefs and strategy that Hemandez used in court and claimed that he
offered seminars and kits that helped people file “frivolous proceedings” to prevent
evictions.

When the Review-Joumal called a number listed in Hernandez's court papers, a woman
answered, but after a newspaper request to speak with Hemandez about her ties to
Benson, the line went dead.

RAID BY AUTHORITIES

Benson was home with his wife and son and a house guest one moming when Las
Vegas police and federal agents burst in. They broke down the front door, broke
windows and pointed rifles at the group as they came downstairs. Benson wasn'’t
arrested, but police took his computers, phone, iPad and various papers.

That's according to Benson, who described the June 28 raid in court papers. He
included a copy of a search warrant that showed authorities were looking for information
on mortgage fraud, sovereign citizen ideology and financial documents related to The
Batangyagit Foundation. It also indicates they raided 1300 Mount Augusta Court, a
home owned by Hemandez.

Benson has complained about the investigation into him, directing much of his ire at
Detective Kenneth Mead of Metro’s Homeland Security Division, whom he sued as part

Page 6 of 8
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of the traffic case.

He stated that Mead “seems to hold an extreme grudge” against him; that visitors could
not come by to leam about his Javita Coffee product “for fear that they will all be
investigated” by Mead; and that Mead and Metro “have as much authority to investigate

me as WALMART SECURITY.”

Through a Metro spokesman, Mead declined to comment and said lawyers for Metro
and the FBI would decline all interview requests as well.

BANK FORECLOSES

Bank of New York Mellon foreclosed on the Catanias’ house in November 2015,
property records show. Myles’ wife, Carol, says the family reached a deal with attomeys
to stay until June 1 but was evicted April 20. Officers had the locks changed and told the
family they had 10 minutes to leave, the Catanias say.

An eviction was ordered April 13, court records show. A lawyer for the bank did not
returmn a call seeking comment.

After scrambling to pack, the Catanias moved to Santa Fe Station. More than a week
later, Myles got a voicemail from a man named Tom. Carol figured he was a lawyer for
the bank but never leamed who he was.

When the family armrived with U-Haul trucks, their belongings were strewn everywhere.

The couple’s teenage daughter, Alexandria, got into a screaming match with a woman

who wouldn’t say where her jewelry went. Tom also was at the house and talked about
aliens and how Jesus had created the X-Men, she said.

Her sister Julie DiCurcio-Hombuckle smashed fumniture and other property with a
sledgehammer after hearing that the strangers planned to sell at a swap meet what the
family left behind.

Asked whether any of this made sense — if the family were locked out and strangers
wanted to loot the place, why would Tom call? — they said no, it did not.

“When you’re in a hotel, so depressed and so upset, and your whole world’s upside
down, you don’t stop to think about what'’s rational,” DiCurcio-Hombuckle said.
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The bank sold the house in August for just over $1 million. Myles said he would move
back if given the chance, though Alexandria isn’t sure. She loves the house, butit's a
“nightmare” to think about.

“It's kind of scary that people are getting away with this at this point,” she said. “And |
feel bad for people like us who are falling for it.”

Contact Review-Joumnal writer Eli Segall at: 707; 352-0242. On Twitter at el _s292:

Page 8 of 8
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